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greatly increased supply of labor for cotton manu-
facturing though the towns can supply some adult
labor for other forms of industry.

The labor question is beginning to grow serious
in some localities, though it is difficult to discover
whether the problem is chiefly one of getting labor
at all or of getting it at something like the wages
formerly paid. Apparently, however, the indus-
trial growth of the South has been more rapid than
that of population. Heretofore the farmer has had
little difficulty in obtaining some sort of assist-
ance in cultivating his land, and this abundance of
labor has lessened the demand for agricultural ma-
chinery. Now the migration of the negro to the
North has created a shortage of labor which must
force the farmer to purchase machinery. Too
much man and horse power has been employed
upon Southern farms in proportion to the results
achieved. The South has been producing a large
value per acre but a small value per individual.
If the South is to become permanently prosperous,
fewer persons must do the work and must even
increase the production.

A practical cotton-picking machine would help
to solve some of the South's problems, as any
family can plant and cultivate after a fashion